PREFACE.

H AT the appearance of the present work before the public
Jt is occasioned by a favourable reception of the former two,
1 hesitate not to acknowledge; because, while the confession
may be regarded as some proof of gratitude, or at least of atten-
tion from an author to his readers, it ought not to be considered
as an indication of vanity. It is unquestionably very pleasant
to be assured that our labours are well received ; but, never-
theless, this must not be taken for a just and full criterion of
their merit: publications of great intrinsic value have been met
with so much coolness, that a writer who succeeds in obtaining
some degree of notice should look upon himself rather as one
favoured than meritorious, as gaining a prize from Fortune, and
not a recompense for desert 5 and, on the contrary, as it is well
known that books of very inferior kind have been at once
pushed into the strong current of popularity, and are there
kept buoyant by the force of the stream, the writer who
acquires not this adventitious help may be reckoned rather as
unfortunate than undeserving; and from these opposite con-
siderations || follows, that a man may speak of his success
without incurring justly the odium of conceit, and may likewise
acknowledge a disappointment withotit an adequate cause for
humiliation or self-reproach.

But were it true that something of the complacency of
self-approbation would insinuate itself into an autrufr^s mind
with the idea of success, the sensation would not be that of
unalloyed pleasure ; it would perhaps assist him to bear, but it
would not enable him to escape, the mortification he must
encounter from censures, which, though he may be unwilling
to admit, yet he finds himself unable to confute ; as well as
from advice, which, at the same time that he cannot but
approve, he is compelled to reje&*